
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

Page 

Chapter 1 - General Provisions          1 

Section 1.01  Title of Code         1 

Section 1.02  Principles of Construction       1 

Section 1.03  Conflict of Provisions          2 

Section 1.04  Separability of Provisions       2 

Section 1.05  Effective Date of Ordinances       3 

Section 1.06  Clerk to Maintain Copies of Documents Incorporated    3 

by Reference 

 

Chapter 2 - General Government Provisions and Elections       4 

Section 2.01  Legal Status; General Town Powers      4 

Section 2.02  Village Powers        4 

Section 2.03  Voter Registration        4 

Section 2.04  Polling Place         5 

Section 2.05  Election Poll Hours; Workers        5 

Section 2.06  Official Newspaper        5 

 

Chapter 3 - Town Meetings           6 

Section 3.01  Town Meeting Definitions       6 

Section 3.02  Powers of Town Meeting       6 

Section 3.03  Annual Town Meeting       9 

Section 3.04  Special Town Meetings       10 

Section 3.05  Presiding Officer at Town Meetings      11 

Section 3.06  Procedure at all Town Meetings      12 

Section 3.07  Clerk of Town Meetings       13 

 

Chapter 4 - Town Board           14 

Section 4.01  Town Board; Membership and Elections     14 

Section 4.02  General Powers and Duties of the Town Board    14 

Section 4.03  Miscellaneous Powers of the Town Board     15 

Section 4.04  Powers and Duties of Town Board Chairperson    19 

Section 4.05  Meetings of the Town Board       23 

Section 4.06  Special Meetings of the Town Board      23 

Section 4.07  Open Meetings        24 

Section 4.08  Quorum         24 

Section 4.09  Presiding Officer; Absence of Chairperson or Clerk    24 

Section 4.10  Order of Business        25 

Section 4.11  Introduction of Business, Resolutions and Ordinances;    

Disposition of Communications      27 

Section 4.12  Conduct of Deliberations       28 

Section 4.13  Procedure at Public Hearings       29 



Section 4.14  Motions; Voting        29 

Section 4.15  Reconsideration of Questions         31 

Section 4.16  Publication or Posting of Ordinances and Resolutions   31 

Section 4.17  Amendment of Rules        32 

Section 4.18  Suspension of Rules        32 

 

Chapter 5 - Town Officers and Employees         33 

Section 5.01  Restrictions on Office          33 

Section 5.02  Temporary Vacancies        33 

Section 5.03  Official Oath and Bond       33 

Section 5.04  Compensation of Elective Town Offices     34 

Section 5.05  Reimbursement of Expenses       35 

Section 5.06  Compensation When Acting in More Than One  

Official Capacity        35 

Section 5.07  Combined Office of Town Clerk and Town Treasurer   35 

Section 5.08  Deputy Town Clerk        39 

Section 5.09  Deputy Town Treasurer       39 

Section 5.10  Assessor         39 

Section 5.11  Building Inspector        40 

Section 5.12  Weed Commissioner        41 

Section 5.13  Town Attorney        42 

Section 5.14  Town Engineer        42 

Section 5.15  Highway Superintendent       42 

Section 5.16  Chief of Police        43 

Section 5.17  Fire Chief         45 

Section 5.18  Municipal Judge        47 

Section 5.19  Clerk of the Municipal Court       47 

Section 5.20  Town Auditor/Accountant       48 

Section 5.21  Zoning Administrator        49 

Section 5.22  Town Employees        49 

Section 5.23  Custody of Official Property       49 

Section 5.24  Eligibility for Office/Incompatibility of Office    50 

Section 5.25  Official Oath and Bond       50 

 

Chapter 6 - Boards, Commissions and Committees        52 

Section 6.01  Board of Review        52 

Section 6.02  Board of Adjustment        62 

Section 6.03  Town Planning Commission       62 

Section 6.04  Cemetery Committee        68 

Section 6.05  Parks Committee        72 

Section 6.06  Safety Committee        75 

 

Chapter 7 - Code of Ethics           79 

Section 7.01  Statement of Purpose        79 

Section 7.02  Definitions         79 



Section 7.03  Responsibility of Public Officials      81 

Section 7.04  Statutory Standards of Conduct      82 

Section 7.05  Use of Town Property          82 

Section 7.06  Advisory Opinions        82 

Section 7.08  Sanctions         82 

 

Chapter 8 - Finance            83 

Section 8.01  Preparation and Adoption of Budget      84 

Section 8.02  Town Funds to be Spent in Accordance with  

Appropriation         85 

Section 8.03  Annual Financial Statement       86 

Section 8.04  Finance Book         86 

Section 8.05  Financial Audits        86 

Section 8.06  Disbursements from Town Treasury      86 

Section 8.07  Public Depository        87 

Section 8.08  Claims Against Town          87 

Section 8.09  Temporary Investment of Funds Not Immediately Needed   88 

Section 8.10  Receiving Money; Receipt for Same      88 

Section 8.11  Liability of the Town for Acts of Agents     89 

Section 8.12  Statement of Real Property Status      89 

 

Chapter 9 - Special Assessments          90 

Section 9.01  Town Board May Levy Special Assessments       90 

Section 9.02  Resolution and Report Required      90 

Section 9.03  Costs That May Be Paid by Special Assessment    91 

Section 9.04  Exemptions; Deductions       91 

Section 9.05  Notice of Proposed or Approved Project 

Section 9.06  Board Actions After Hearing 

Section 9.07  Combined Assessments       92 

Section 9.08  Board’s Power to Amend, Cancel or Confirm  

Special Assessment        92 

Section 9.09  Where Cost of Improvement is Less Than Assessment   92 

Section 9.10  Appealed Assessments Payable When Due     93 

Section 9.11  Special Assessment a Lien on Property     93 

Section 9.12  Special Charges Permissible       93 

 

Chapter 10 - Municipal Court             95 

Section 10.01  Jurisdiction         95 

Section 10.02  Territorial Jurisdiction      

Section 10.03  Sessions of Court        95 

Section 10.04  Office of Municipal Court       95 

Section 10.05  Employees         96 

Section 10.06  Court Papers         96 

Section 10.07  Delivery of Books to Town Clerk      96 

Section 10.08  Decorum in Municipal Court       97 



Section 10.09  Municipal Judge Training       97 

Section 10.10  Court Proceedings Public       97 

Section 10.11  Municipal Court Procedure       98 

Section 10.12  Election of Citation Method of Enforcement of  

Town Ordinances        98 

Section 10.13  Relationship to Other Laws       98 

Section 10.14  Schedule of Deposits        98 

Section 10.15  Issuance of Citation        99 

Section 10.16  Violator’s Options; Procedure on Default     99 

Section 10.17  Penalty Provisions       100 

Section 10.18  Collection Agency       100 

 

Chapter 11 - Fire Department and Fire Protection       101 

Section 11.01  Fire Department       101 

Section 11.02  Authorization for Fire Department to Hold  

Volunteer Funds       103 

Section 11.03  Mutual Aid Alarm Box System     104 

Section 11.04  Fire Prevention       105 

Section 11.05  Fees for Fire Department Responses     105 

Section 11.06  Hazardous Material Incident Response Reimbursement  106 

Section 11.07  Outdoor and Refuse Burning      107 

Section 11.08  Charges for False Fire Alarms     113 

 

Chapter 12 - Roads and Highways         114 

Section 12.01  Minimum Highway Design Standards    114 

Section 12.02  Use of Right of Way By Utilities and Others    118 

Section 12.03  Mailboxes and Newspaper Delivery Boxes on Public   

Highway Right-of-Way      120 

Section 12.04  Speed Zones        122 

Section 12.05  Drainage Tile        126 

 

Chapter 13 - Building Construction and Property Maintenance     128 

Section 13.01  Building Code         128 

Section 13.02  Electrical Code       145 

Section 13.03  Plumbing Code       149 

Section 13.04  Address System       153 

Section 13.05  Construction Site Erosion Control     154 

Section 13.06  Storm Water Management      162 

Section 13.07  Construction of Private Swimming Pools    180 

Section 13.08  Fences and Hedges       182 

Section 13.09  Driveways        183 

Section 13.10  Razing Buildings       186 

 

Chapter 14 - Offenses and Nuisances          187 

Section 14.01  Traffic          187 



Section 14.02  Snowmobiles        187 

Section 14.03  Heavy Traffic        188 

Section 14.04  Abandoned and Unregistered Vehicles    189 

Section 14.05  Snow Deposits On Highways       189 

Section 14.06  Offenses Against State Laws      190 

Section 14.07  Storage of Junk and Debris Prohibited    191 

Section 14.08  Public Nuisances       192 

Section 14.09  No Shooting        193 

Section 14.10  Animals at Large       194 

Section 14.11  Wild Animals        194 

Section 14.12  Banning Nude Dancing in Bars     196 

Section 14.13  Fireworks        198 

Section 14.14  Unnecessary Noise       198 

Section 14.15  Alcohol Regulations       199 

Section 14.16  Regulations of Parks       199 

Section 14.17  Littering        201 

Section 14.18  Weeds         202 

Section 14.19  Walking/Bike Path Ordinance     203 

 

Chapter 15 - Licenses and Permits         205 

Section 15.01  Wine License        205 

Section 15.02  Dogs         206 

Section 15.03  Dog Kennels        208 

Section 15.04  Peddlers, Solicitors and Transient Merchants Regulated  209 

 

Chapter 16 - Public Utilities          213 

Section 16.01  Cable Television Franchise      213 

Section 16.02  Telecommunications Towers      224 

 

Chapter 17 - Health and Sanitation         230 

Section 17.01  Mandatory Recycling       230 

Section 17.02  Regulation of Reclamation Haulers     241 

 

Chapter 18 - Land Regulations         244 

Section 18.01  Land Division Regulations      244 

Section 18.02  Livestock Facilities       280 

 

Chapter 19 - Zoning           293 

Section 19.01  Introduction        293 

Section 19.02  General Provisions       294 

Section 19.03  Zoning Districts       295 

Section 19.04  Conditional Use Permits      353 

Section 19.05  Standards for Evaluating Conditional Uses,  

Changing Zoning Districts and Granting Variances   356 

Section 19.06  Highway Setback Lines and Roadside Regulations   357 



Section 19.07  Nonconforming Uses, Structures, and Lots    358 

Section 19.08  Changes and Amendments      360 

Section 19.09  Performance Standards      362 

Section 19.10  Signs         365 

Section 19.11  Definitions        367 

 

Chapter 20 - Cemeteries and Burial        378 

Section 20.01  Purpose       378 

Section 20.02  Policy        378 

Section 20.03  Platting of New Cemetery Lots and New or Expanded 

Cemetery Operations      378 

Section 20.04  Purchase of Lots      380 

Section 20.05  Ownership Rights of Burial or Interment   381 

Section 20.06  Care of Cemetery Lots     383 

Section 20.07  Privileges and Restrictions     384 

Section 20.08  Town of Turtle Cemetery Rules for Visitors   386 

Section 20.09  Cemetery Interments      388 

Section 20.10  Cemetery Monuments and Markers    390 

Section 20.11  Vaults and Mausoleums     391 

Section 20.12  Trees, Shrubs and Flowers     391 

Section 20.13  Miscellaneous       392 

Section 20.14  Penalties       392 

 

Chapter 21 - Review of Administrative Decisions      393 

Section 21.01  Purpose       393 

Section 21.02  Review of Administrative Determinations   393 

Section 21.03  Determinations Reviewable     393 

Section 21.04  Determinations Not Subject to Review   394 

Section 21.05  Municipal Authority Defined     394 

Section 21.06  Persons Aggrieved      394 

Section 21.07  Reducing Determination to Writing    394 

Section 21.08  Request for Review of Determination   395 

Section 21.09  Review of Determination     395 

Section 21.10  Administrative Appeal     396 

Section 21.11  Hearing on Administrative Appeal    396 

Section 21.12  Final Determination      397 

Section 21.13  Judicial Review      397 

Section 21.14  Legislative Review      397 


