
 

 

 

Draft – subject to approval at the Feb Planning meeting 

Town of Turtle  

Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

January 16, 2008 7:00 p.m. 

 
1) Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance: Roger Anclam brought the meeting to order at 

7:00 p.m. and the pledge of Allegiance was said. 

2) Roll Call/Quorum Call: Members of the Planning Commission present included Vice 

Chair Don Jones, Bill Walter, Dan Oldenburg, Michelle Hahn, Lester Oldenburg and 

Chair Roger Anclam. Also present were Town Attorney Bill Henderson,  Zoning 

Administrator Mike Birkholz. 

3) Approval  of Agenda: Don Jones made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. 

Shelly Hahn seconded the motion. The motion carried by all ayes. 

4) Citizen Questions/Comments: None 

5) Zoning Administrator report: Mike Birkholz reported that there were no permits 

issued. A complaint was received regarding Prairie Avenue Concrete, and Mike is 

looking into the complaint. 

6) Commission Comments:  

a) Set date for Smart Growth meeting with Carrie Houston: Roger Anclam made a 

suggestion to hold a Smart Growth meeting with Carrie Houston along with the 

next regular Planning Commission meeting.  

b) Roger Anclam welcomed the Lester Oldenburg, as the Board Liaison to the 

Planning Commission  

7) Approval of Minutes:  

a) December 19, 2007:  A request was made to amend the minutes to change the 

word aware found in 9b to apprise. Bill Walter made the motion to approve the 

minutes with the amendment with Shelly Hahn seconding. The motion carried by 

all ayes. 

8) Unfinished  Business:  

a) Richard LaGrant – Barbara Lane:  Richard LaGrant, of Creek Road, owns the 

properties on both sides of Barbara Lane and has asked if the Town was interested 

in abandoning the road. The lot on the south side of the road has been perked and 

is ready to build, but the information about the road was not disclosed to Mr. 

LaGrant in the sale and purchase of the properties, and Mr. LaGrant does not feel 

comfortable building a spec home there to sell with the possibility of a road being 

constructed there.  Mr. LaGrant provided some photos of the dedicated Road. The 

photos show the storm sewer that runs under Barbara Lane and empties into the 

creek as well as retaining walls on both sides of the storm sewer that appear to 

span the width of the road. Mr. LaGrant doesn’t think that the end of Barbara 

Lane is conducive to creek access without using his property on either side of the 

retaining walls. Mr. LaGrant  suggested that creek access be promoted on the 

other side of the creek at Trail Road.  



 

 

 

 

 

Don Jones explained that Trail Road and the creek access there in the park is 

property of the County, that Barbara Lane is the only creek access that the Town 

of Turtle owns. Mr. Jones is not willing to give up Town property.  

Mr. Anclam asked, and Mr. LaGrant agreed that the intention is to not build over 

it, but to not have traffic in between the properties. Roger Anclam suggested that 

if Mr. LaGrant wanted to proceed, he could follow the State Statute provided to 

him by Bill Henderson. Mr. Anclam said that the road would have to be surveyed 

to find out exactly where the property lines are, and to see if the storm sewer 

follows the same property lines as the road.  

b) Rural Agricultural Transition District, Urban Transition District: The issue 

of the Rural Agricultural District was brought up by the  City of Beloit when 

reviewing Terrapin Acres subdivision and realized that the property is zoned RAT 

and not  RR -  Rural Residential. The city requested that the property be rezoned 

to RR before approval. The zoning was changed in 1998 as a result of County 

Planner Phil Blaskowsky’s suggestion to add RAT to designate areas for 

development. When the changes were made a notice was placed in the paper and 

a public hearing was held. The changes were adopted and most of the property 

owners were unaware of the change. Tom Straub, developer, Terrapin Acres, as 

well as Ron Combs, of Combs and Associates,  assumed throughout the process 

of developing Terrapin Acres that the zoning for the property was RR.  

Bill Henderson suggested that the Town eliminate the RAT zoning all together.  

Roger Anclam has concern of people being able to have animals on these parcels 

that will be changed to RR. Don Jones has concern about nonconforming parcels.  

Ron Combs suggested having the targeted areas for development zoned with an 

overlay of Rural Transition, instead of a district. That way the underlying zoning 

is in effect with an overlay zoning.  

The zoning for the Terrapin Acres property needs to be resolved in order for 

development to stay on track.  

The Commission agreed to address the other RAT zoned areas at a later date.  

The Town Ordinance Section 19.08b provides for the Town Board to initiate 

changes in zoning.  Don Jones made a motion to recommend to the Town Board 

to rezone the property being developed as Terrapin Acres from RAT to RR. Bill 

Walter seconded the motion. Roll call vote as follows; Lester Oldenburg, yes; Bill 

Walter, yes; Shelly Hahn, yes; Don Jones, yes; Roger Anclam, yes. The motion 

carried. 

c) Subdivision updates: 1) Straub: Terrapin Acres will progress as soon as the City 

can sign off on the project with the zoning change, as well as a sign off on an 

easement from the County.  

2) Coleman: Dave Coleman was given an extension for Tall Trees of one year 

because of a family illness. 

 



 

 

3) Rozran: Roads are constructed, utilities are in, and real estate signs are up in 

the Turtle Rock Estates Subdivision.  

Shelly Hahn, on behalf of Dan Oldenburg, inquired about retention ponds in the 

these subdivisions, and who is responsible if the homeowner’s association does 

not comply with the up- keep. Bill Henderson explained that if the subdivision 

does not comply and there are costs involved for the Town, a special assessment 

can and will be applied tot he property taxes.  

9) New Business:  

 a)  Cornellier Fireworks: Brad Lawver of Cornellier Fireworks provided a 

preliminary proposal to locate in the Town of Turtle. Cornelliers would like to 

have a  seasonal consumer fireworks store to be able to sell to Wisconsin 

residents, and would like to secure a shooting site open one day a year, July 4
th

, 

staffed with professionals to shoot off fireworks.    The store is for retail and 

wholesale purposes. The fireworks are manufactured in China and shipped in.  

Shelly Hahn made a motion to hold the matter over to the next Planning Meeting 

February 20, 2008. Roger Anclam seconded the motion. The motion carried by all 

ayes. 

b) Betty Lang:  

              1) Land Division: The land division has been court ordered by the judge 

presiding over the estate of Betty Lang. No action was needed by the Town. 

               2) Rezoning: The rezoning application was submitted because of the 

nonconforming size of the division. The rezone is not necessary to complete the 

division. No action was needed.  

c) Alliant Energy: 1) Shopiere Road:  2) Lathers Road: The Commission 

agreed to have Don Jones contact Don Huebschen from Alliant Energy and invite 

him to attend the next Planning meeting to discuss safety issues at the utilities 

sites. 

d) Finnegan RV Request: Finnegan RV had submitted a letter inquiring about 

relocating to the Town of Turtle. The Commission agreed to have Bill Henderson 

invite Finnegan RV to the next Planning meeting to discuss options.  

          10) Adjournment: Shelly Hahn made a motion to adjourn at 9:20p.m. seconded by   

                Roger Anclam. The motion carried by all ayes.  

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

Jenniffer Julseth, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer  

 

 

  

 

 

      

 


